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The exhibition game today between the Washington Wild Things and the Black Sox is exclusive to season ticket holders. This bout will consist of ten innings.
On the opening pitch, leadoff batter 3B Jarret Anton hit a double which was immediately followed by another double from CF Trevor McKinley. McKinley’s big bat was good enough to send Anton home to quickly make the score 1-0 Black Sox. 
Shortly after, McKinley attempted to steal third base and was caught in a pickle and tagged out by 3B Ian Walters. 
The Wild Things were caught shooting blanks to end the first inning to leave the score at 1-0 Black Sox. 
Top of the second inning SS Skylar Mercado boomed the ball to left field to hit off the fence for yet another Black Sox double. After a routine ground out from Black Sox 1B Chris Salvey, Daren Osby struck out 2B Tyler Reis. Black Sox C Matt Phipps hit a ground-rule double to send Mercado home making the score 2-0 Black Sox. The very next at bat for the Black Sox RF Kyle Robinson hit a triple to send Phipps home making the score 3-0 for the Black Sox. A demoralizing start for the Wild Things pitcher, Daren Osby. 
It did not take long for the Washington Wild Things did not take long to answer in that same inning when 3B Ian Walters had a big bat aimed for the left field to make the score 3-1 Black Sox. A pop fly out from C Alex Alvarez following the home run would close out the inning for the Wild Things.
The top of the third continued to go poorly for Washington’s pitcher, Osby. McKinley came back for seconds as he hit a home run of his own making the score 4-1 Black Sox. 
Three batters up, three batters down for the Wild Things at the bottom of the third inning. Leaving the score 4-1 Black Sox. 
The Black Sox followed in Washington’s footsteps going 0-3 at-bat to start the fourth inning. 4-1 Black Sox.
Bottom of the fourth inning the ball became slippery for the Black Sox when Washington’s 1B Andrew Czech hit a ball to 3B Anton. Anton lost his grip trying to make the throw to first, recovered the ball, and attempted to flick it to the sprinting catcher Phipps trying to replace the misplaced Anton. Phipps could not handle the ball from Anton, and it resulted in a runner on third for the Wild Things. The Black Sox made a timely recovery getting a double play to end the inning and keep the score 4-1 Black Sox. 
Bottom of the fifth inning, Leadoff batter SS Nick Ward sends C Alex Alvarez home with a ground ball to second base. The Black Sox still have a sizeable 4-2 lead over Washington to end the fifth inning. 
Czech came up big in the bottom of the sixth for the Wild Things. After hitting a ground ball laser to the left field piercing its way through the Black Sox defense. Czech’s hit was good enough for a double, and he collected an RBI sending 2B Scotty Dubrule home making the score 4-3 Black Sox. With no outs, bases loaded, the Black Sox manager Joe Torre called for a mound visit as Ian Walters walked up to the batter’s box. Walters, who hit a home run earlier in the game hit a sacrifice past the right side of the pitcher and batted LF L.G. Castillo home to tie the ball game at 4 apiece. This forced Torre’s hand as he changed his pitcher to #77 Matt Colon. Colon, a side arm righty, threw heat right away as he struck out C Alex Alvarez and DH Cole Brannen. 
Matt Phipps continued his success at bat at the top of the seventh inning as he hit a line drive out to left field sending home Reis and Salvey. Making it a 6-4 score in favor of the Black Sox.
The top of the eighth included an impressive display of defense with Pitcher Brailin Gonzalez throwing out a man on first. Followed up by a double play when SS Ward gathered a ground ball, tagged second, and made the throw to first to complete the double play to hold off the Black Sox. Continuing Washington’s momentum, LF Ramon Osuna crushed a ball into the deep right field for a triple. Followed up by RF Hector Roa hitting a single, getting on base, and sending Osuna home to make the score 6-5 Black Sox. Washington did not stop there, as replacement C Landen Barns hit a single and picked up an RBI getting Roa home and tying up the game at 6 apiece. Washington is still not done at the bottom of the eighth inning, Cole Brannen capitalizing on the momentum by hitting a sacrifice fly getting 3B Kevin Lambert home. This is the first lead of the game for the Wild Things at a score of 7-6. A game-changing inning for the Wild Things as they went into the eighth down two and left up one.

No hits were made in the ninth inning leaving the score 7-6 for Washington. The top of the tenth inning gets a major momentum shift in favor of the Black Sox as Tyler Reis hits a home run over center field sending himself and Mercado home making the score 8-7 Black Sox. IF Barnes hits a laser past the Sox SS Mercado who turns up with an error. Barnes then successfully steals second after another mistake by catcher Phipps. After a full count, Brannen hits a foul ball and breaks his bat. Brannen gets walked, leaving runners on first and second. After this walk, it leaves Washington at the top of the order down by one run. Lead-off batter Nick Ward also gets walked with four straight balls. Two outs, bases loaded, RF Wagner LaGrange on the mound. LaGrange hit a great ball to the left-center field getting Barnes and Brennan home to grab a Washington Wild Thing win with a final score of 9-8. An electric ending to an electric game for LaGrange and the Wild Things. 


